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General Information
The Middle School Planning Guide provides students and their 
families with concise information about Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg middle schools. During the registration process, this book 
serves as one tool to help students and parents make important 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL1

ARTS EDUCATION GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 
Students who enter Grade 6 in the fall of 2022 or later will be 
required to take at least one arts course during their 6th grade 
WKURXJK���WK�JUDGH�HGXFDWLRQ�H[SHULHQFH��$OO�DUWV�FRXUVHV�RIIHUHG�
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 1
ADVISORY/ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT
A key component in the middle school is advisory. All students 
should be members of an advisory group. Advisory philosophy 
encourages the close relationship between the student and at 
least one adult in the school. Activities in advisory are designed to 
support maturity in emotional, social, academic, and intellectual 
VNLOOV�GXULQJ�WKH�VWXGHQWōV�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�H[SHULHQFH�

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) is an integral part of the 
middle school program in CMS. The mission of CTE is to engage 
middle students in rigorous and relevant learning in preparation 
for high school and post-secondary success. The middle school 
&7(�SURJUDP�LQLWLDWHV�WKH�FDUHHU�H[SORUDWLRQ�SURFHVV�IRU�VWXGHQWV�
and provides course offerings that meet student needs, interests 
and abilities for future career and educational goals. CTE courses 
empower students with 21st century skills that become the foun-
dation of any career such as teamwork, initiative, decision-making 
VNLOOV��OHDGHUVKLS��FULWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�FRPSXWHU�SURfiFLHQF\��&7(�
promotes best teaching practices that enhance the classroom envi-
ronment through project based learning and student organizations. 
Career and Technical Student Organizations (CTSO) are a vital 
part of CTE programs. CMS has over 3000 students participating 
in CTSO each year. CTSO provide students with the opportu
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AVID 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is a college 
readiness system designed to provide scaffolded support to 
students by encouraging college and career readiness and success. 
At the secondary grade levels (grades 6–12), AVID includes an 
elective course taken during the school day. Students enrolled in 
AVID learn organizational and study skills, work on critical thinking 
and asking probing questions, get academic help from peers 
and college tutors, and participate in enrichment and motiva-
tional activities. Students are encouraged to enroll in at least one 
of their school’s most rigorous academic classes, such as Honors, 
Advanced Placement, IB, Dual Enrollment, or Cambridge, in 
addition to the AVID Elective. 
The AVID curriculum, based on rigorous standards, is driven by the 
WICOR methodology, which stands for Writing, Inquiry, Collabo-
ration, Organization, and Reading. WICOR instructional strategies 
engage students and scaffold instruction.
Students interested in enrolling in the AVID elective should: 

•	 Demonstrate the potential, desire and determination to attend college
•	 Maintain a minimum 2.0 GPA
•	 Commit to enroll in academically rigorous courses (appropriate for the student)
•	 Fulfill the requirements set forth by the school’s AVID contract 

Please contact your school for more information about availability 
and how to enroll in the AVID elective.
*For more information about the AVID College Readiness System and its curriculum,  





10 CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG SCHOOLSPlease check the CMS home page for updated information.

ATHLETICS3



112024-2025 MIDDLE SCHOOL PLANNING GUIDE

MAGNET PROGRAMS 4

Magnet Theme Middle School Magnet Theme-related Course Requirements

World Languages  
& Language Immersion 

Charlotte East Language Academy
Collinswood Language Academy
Oaklawn Language Academy
North Academy of World Languages
South Academy of International Languages

World Language (Chinese, French, German, Japanese or Spanish);  
Language Arts in target language (immersion students) 

IB Middle Years Program Albemarle Road
JM Alexander
Marie G. Davis K-8 

Piedmont
Randolph
Ranson

World Language  (e.g. French, Latin or Spanish) MYP students in 
grades 6-8 must be enrolled in all MYP courses for which they have 
the necessary pre-requisites and be promoted to next grade level

Leadership / Traditional Eastway
Quail Hollow

Leadership & service curriculum for all grade levels

STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math)

Coulwood
Governors’ Village
McClintock
Kennedy

Northridge
Northeast
Wilson
Whitewater

Math, Science, and STEM enrichment courses

Visual and Performing Arts Northwest School of the Arts
Crestdale

Two (2) Arts electives

Virtual Learning Charlotte-Mecklenburg Virtual Middle N/A

Table 4.1

ENTRANCE & CONTINUATION REQUIREMENTS
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR MAGNET PROGRAMS
(QWUDQFH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�H[LVW�IRU�FHUWDLQ�PDJQHW�SURJUDPV��6WXGHQWV�
interested in applying to these magnet programs should meet 
the requirements for the grade levels indicated. Any designated 
entrance requirement must also be met before the sibling guarantee 
is applied.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MAGNET PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
$Q�DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW�RI�PDJQHW�SURJUDP�H[SHFWDWLRQV��HQWUDQFH��
and continuation requirements is required in order to complete and 
submit an online magnet lottery application. Individuals submitting 
a Request for Reassignment/Transfer to a magnet program must 
DFNQRZOHGJH�PDJQHW�SURJUDP�H[SHFWDWLRQV��HQWUDQFH��DQG�FRQ-
tinuation requirements when they submit the online form or their 
request cannot be processed.

MAGNET THEME ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
•	 International Baccalaureate (grades 6-8) – Students entering 

middle school must be promoted at the end of the school year 
in which the application is made. Students coming from IB 
magnet elementary schools and LI/TD schools have guaranteed 
continuation into IB middle schools in their transportation zone.

•	 Northwest School of the Arts (6-8) – Nationally and internation-
DOO\�NQRZQ�IRU�H[FHOOHQFH�LQ�DFDGHPLFV�DQG�WKH�DUWV��1:6$�
allows middle school students to build a strong academic foun-
GDWLRQ��ZKLOH�UHƓQLQJ�WKHLU�VNLOOV�LQ�RQH�DUWV�DUHD��GDQFH��FKRUDO�
music, instrumental music, theater, or visual arts). Students focus 
on key principals in their arts areas to prepare for the more 
ULJRURXV�KLJK�VFKRRO�DUWV�FXUULFXOXP��6WXGHQWV�KWS
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6SIXTH GRADE COURSES
6TH GRADE REQUIRED COURSES
English Language Arts
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 6
6L[WK�JUDGH�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�XVH�RUDO�ODQJXDJH��ZULWWHQ�ODQJXDJH��
DQG�YDULRXV�PHGLD�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�IRU�H[SUHVVLYH��LQIRUPDWLRQDO��
argumentative, critical, and literary purposes aligned to the North 
&DUROLQD�6WDQGDUG�&RXUVH�RI�6WXG\�IRU�*UDGH����7KH\�DOVR�H[SORUH�
the structure of language and study grammatical rules in order to 
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SIXTH GRADE COURSES6
ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Adapted physical education is physical education that has been 
PRGLƓHG�VR�LW�LV�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��6:'���
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6SIXTH GRADE COURSES
writing and structural components of note-taking. The students will 
increase college and career awareness through guest speaker pre-
VHQWDWLRQV��ƓHOG�WULS�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�UHVHDUFK���3OHDVH�FKHFN�ZLWK�
your school’s guidance department for information about availabil-
ity and how to enroll.

World Languages
Heritage speakers, former Dual Language Immersion (DLI) 
students or students who have lived abroad may be placed into 
higher levels of language without taking a prerequisite, based on 
a proficiency assessment. These students are not awarded credit 
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SEVENTH GRADE COURSES7
7TH GRADE REQUIRED COURSES
English Language Arts
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 7
Seventh grade students will use oral language, written language, 
DQG�YDULRXV�PHGLD�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�IRU�H[SUHVVLYH��LQIRUPDWLRQDO��
argumentative, critical, and literary purposes aligned to the North 
Carolina Standard Course of Study for Grade 7. Students also utilize 
their study of the structure of language and grammar rules in order 
to speak and write effectively. While emphasis in the seventh grade 
is placed on argument, students should also:

•	 Interpret and synthesize information from multiple texts.
•	 Expand argumentation to include the use of counterclaims.
•	 Express individual perspectives in response to personal, social, cultural, and his-

torical issues.
•	 Analyze print and non-print texts.
•	 Use effective and varied sentence construction and edit for improvements in 

sentence formation, usage, mechanics, and spelling.
•	 Comprehend, analyze, and interpret a wide range of literary and informational 

texts.
HONORS ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 7
According to the Honors Level Implementation Guide from NCDPI, 
VWXGHQWV�H[SHULHQFH�OHDUQLQJ�DURXQG�FRQFHSWV�WKURXJK�WKH�LQIXVLRQ�
RI�GHSWK��FRPSOH[LW\��FUHDWLYLW\��DQG�RU�ULJRU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�VNLOOV�
emphasized in English Language Arts 7, students are provided 
DGYDQFHG�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�H[WHQG�DQG�
deepen core instruction by differentiating: 

•	 content through the inquiry of multiple and challenging texts
•	 process through higher-order thinking skills, open-ended learning,  

self-monitoring tools
•	 product through real-life and problem-based learning
•	 learning environment through readiness, interest, and profiles.
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7SEVENTH GRADE COURSES
FIT FOR LIFE
This course is aligned to the NC Healthful Living Standards for 
grades 6-8. Fit for Life will enable students to obtain the knowledge 
and skills necessary to develop and maintain a health-enhancing 
OHYHO�RI�ƓWQHVV�DQG�WR�LQFUHDVH�SK\VLFDO�FRPSHWHQFH��VHOI�HVWHHP�
and the motivation to pursue lifelong physical activity and well-be-
ing.

Adapted Physical Education
Adapted physical education is physical education that has been 
PRGLƓHG�VR�LW�LV�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��6:'���
Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA, 2004), 
all students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) will 
receive effective physical education services. The intent of this 
program is to provide a unique opportunity to enhance the quality 
of life for the student with disabilities through physical, emotional, 
social and intellectual growth. A comprehensive program designed 
to meet the individual needs, abilities, and developmental stages 
WKURXJK�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�OLIHWLPH��UHFUHDWLRQDO�DQG�ƓWQHVV�DFWLYL-
ties accomplish this process. This will include team and individual 
VSRUWV�DV�ZHOO�DV�GLIIHUHQW�ƓWQHVV�ZRUNRXWV��$�VHOI�DFWXDOL]DWLRQ�
value orientation curriculum will be implemented to focus on the 
individual learner’s growth in self-direction and development of 
self-management abilities.
Prerequisite: Eligibility for APE services is determined through an initial referral or 
reevaluation process of a student’s IEP. All students with a disability (SWD) who cannot 
safely and/or successfully follow the NC Essential Standards for PE require APE.

Mathematics
MATH 7
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7SEVENTH GRADE COURSES
INTRODUCTION TO OFFICE PRODUCTIVITY 
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08 EIGHTH GRADE COURSES
ing the world of work and the career planning process. The two 
PRGXOHV�FRYHUHG�H[SORUH�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�ZRUN��HPSOR\PHQW�VXFFHVV�
and job search techniques. Students also participate in Future 
Business Leaders of America (FBLA) competitive events, community 
service, and leadership activities. Language and mathematics are 
reinforced.

EXPLORING CARPENTRY 
7KLV�FRXUVH�SURYLGHV�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�H[SORUH�
key terminology, careers, and safety associated with working in 
WKH�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�,QGXVWU\��PRUH�VSHFLƓFDOO\�LQ�WKH�&DUSHQWU\�ƓHOG��
Knowledge gained in this course will help to spark interest in the 
Architecture and Construction Education pathway.

EXPLORING BUSINESS AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
This course consists of two instructional modules designed to 
SURYLGH�SURMHFW�EDVHG�LQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�EXVLQHVV�
in an international economy and the concept of entrepreneurship. 
The two modules covered are principles of business and concepts 
of entrepreneurship. Students also participate in Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) competitive events, community service, 
and leadership activities. Language arts and mathematics are rein-
forced.

EXPLORING ECONOMIC SYSTEMS 
This course consists of one instructional module designed to 
SURYLGH�SURMHFW�EDVHG�LQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�HFRQRPLF�V\VWHPV�
LQ�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�HFRQRP\��:KLOH�H[SORULQJ�WKLV�PRGXOH�VWXGHQWV�
ZLOO�H[SORUH�WKH�W\SHV�RI�HFRQRPLHV��VXSSO\�DQG�GHPDQG��VWRFN�
market, e-commerce, and the Federal Reserve. Students also par-
ticipate in Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) competitive 
events, community service, and leadership activities. Language arts 
and mathematics are reinforced.

EXPLORING ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
This course allows students to gain understanding of the rela-
tionship between natural resources and the production of food 
DQG�ƓEHU��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�UROH�RI�DOWHUQDWLYH�HQHUJ\�LQ�WKH�DJULFXO-
tural industry. An emphasis on environmental stewardship within 
the agricultural industry as it impacts plant and animal produc-
tion helps students engage in practicing strategies for effectively 
using resources in the agricultural industry. Work-based learning 
opportunities and leadership development engage students in the 
development of their career development plan.

EXPLORING BUSINESS ACTIVITIES
This course consists of one instructional module designed to 
SURYLGH�SURMHFW�EDVHG�LQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�H[SORUH�FDUHHU�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�
EXVLQHVV�PDQDJHPHQW��:KLOH�H[SORULQJ�WKLV�PRGXOH�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�
FRYHU��DFFRXQWLQJ��EDQNLQJ��ƓQDQFH��DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��
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08EIGHTH GRADE COURSES

CFNC
College Foundation of North Carolina is an online database 
GHVLJQHG�WR�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�H[SORUH�RSWLRQV�WR�KHOS�WKHP�
plan and succeed in high school, college and beyond.  This 
online program allows students to have access to a variety 
of services such as career interest inventories, high school 
planning timelines, and information regarding college and 
career promise. Students are able to use this program as they 
develop goals and prepare for their future. School counselors 
ZRUN�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�WR�DVVLVW�WKHP�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�SHUVRQDO�SURƓOHV�
and effectively utilizing the program.

Level I of a world language for high school credit in middle school 
consists of a two-year sequence of study that usually begins with 
level I part A in the 7th grade and is completed with level I part B in 
the 8th grade. Students who intend to participate in the IB program 
in high school should begin their world language studies in the 7th 
grade.

FRENCH I PART B (Y)
French I part B is the second half of a two-year middle school 










